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possible and probable,, would only be of partial
efficacy as regards health. They would restore the
sanctity of family life, but they could not bring
back the old authority of family ties; and they
would scarcely touch the deplorable isolation of the
townsman from that world full of sweet sights and
sounds, that divinity of hill and glade and running
stream which were anciently the inheritance of the
whole human race.

Let us now set off against these positive losses
the advantage in variety of amusements which
operates so largely in attracting the youth of the
country districts to a town. For women, in parti-
cular, the gain seems to be incalculable. There
are the theatre, the music-hall, or the opera, the
picture-gallery, the comic entertainment, the lecture,
the class-room, and a very considerable resource in
what is known as " society" for all, except, of
course, the very poor. Even if we admit that the
racket and incessant change of life in very fashion-
able circles are carried to excess, and that the very
poor are apt to be thrown upon worse associates
than they would find in the country, the broad fact
remains that to the great mass of women the streets
within a mile of their town-house contain greater
variety than they can find in a whole county.
That the town acquaintanceships are as a rule
perfectly superficial, that a large visiting list may
not contain a single friend, or one with that sym-
pathy of custom which neighbourhood in the
country is apt to engender, may be said to be
partially compensated by the comparative absence
of small rivalries and petty scandals. Then, even if
we assume that the old paramount influence of the